	Minimum Quality Standards for Latrine Construction
· Given the limited economic resources of the average family, hardware for sanitation and hygiene should be selected with a focus on “appropriate technologies” that are locally sustainable and have an impact on protecting health.

· The generally accepted definition of “sanitation coverage” requires that a household have access to a sealed, cleaned, and maintained latrine. “Sealed” means that there are covers for the hole in the slab and that any ventilation pipe is screened. This is a minimum standard for a pit latrine.

· Improved traditional pit latrines meet these minimum standards and may be the most appropriate design in many settings.

· Sanitation systems should not be constructed that contaminate ground or surface water or otherwise compromise human health or environmental quality. The construction of systems that dispose of raw sewage into a surface water source or into groundwater is not permitted.

· All latrines, household or institutional, should have access to a hand washing station with sufficient water for multiple hand washings and a cleansing agent (soap, ash, sand).

· Appropriate low-cost hardware for hand washing that consumes little water is easily furnished (see session on tippy taps) or locally available.

· Institutional latrines and toilets that see high usage (compared to the household latrine) should maintain minimum standards for a pit latrine, but must also have a slab that is easily covered and cleaned—concrete SanPlats (sanitation platforms) are a low-cost and reasonable technology. 

The use of local materials to build slabs and superstructures is encouraged as a strategy to reduce or eliminate external subsidies. Adverse conditions for construction of pit latrines (high groundwater tables, soils that cannot be excavated, or soils that collapse easily) limit low-cost options for sanitation and may require a program to offer subsidies for adequate feces disposal options.

Selected information adapted from: Training Manual on Hygiene and Sanitation Promotion and Community Mobilization for Volunteer Health Promoters. USAID/HIP.


